DANCE TO THE FUTURE. MAD ARCHITECTS REVEALS THE DESIGN
OF CENTER FOR DANCE, DANSHUIS

11/03/2023. [ROTTERDAM] NETHERLANDS
METALOCUS, ANTONIO CORREDERA

MAD Architects, Led by Ma Yansong, was commissioned by the
Rotterdam, Netherlands-based Droom en Daad Foundation again,
to make an initial design that turns the riverfront Provimi warehouse
into a new cultural destination, the Danshuis (Dutch language for
“the Dance House”).

The project is intended to be equipped with professional dance
studios, theatres, and exhibition spaces to welcome dancers from
all around the world to perform all kinds of dance freely.

MAD Architects recently won major projects including the new

terminal of Changchun Airport, Chongqging Cuntan International
Cruise Centre and Hainan Science and Technology Museum.




Once completed, Danshuis will echo the adjacent Fenix Museum of
Migration, MAD’s first European cultural project. Together, the new
institutions will materialize and strengthen the connection of the city’s cultural
fabric.

An open-air semi-circular theatre will be located on the top floor, while the
second floor will feature a landscaped terrace decorated with a yellow
seagull sculpture designed by Ma. A large red neon sign of the building's
name, Danshuis, will face the Maas river.

Rotterdam Center for Dance, Danshuis by MAD Architects. Rendering by Proloog.

Rotterdam Center for Dance, Danshuis by MAD Architects. Rendering by Proloog.

Project description by MAD Architects

Through this latest major cultural project, the Droom en Daad
Foundation aims to make the city of Rotterdam a world leader through
art and culture. The Danshuis transforms the old warehouse on the
south bank of the Mas River Rotterdam into a symbol of freedom and
pluralism. A vibrant place for the exchange of world dance culture, it will
echo the adjacent "Fenix Museum of Migration," MAD’s first European
cultural project, which together realizes and strengthen the connection
of the cultural fabric of the city.

MAD Architects has retained the original warehouse structure while
introducing a number of iconic design gestures to express the pursuit of
freedom and pluralism. Ma Yansong designed a yellow seagull sculpture
on the landscaped terrace on the second floor of the Danshuis along
with red neon signs facing the river. In the middle area of the top floor,
MAD designed an open-air semi-circular theatre in a nod to the Ancient
Greek gathering spaces for the free public to come together through a
shared love for the arts. Animated by the dancers in the orchestra pit,
the classicism of this performance space masterfully contrasts the
contemporary backdrop of the rapidly changing scenery along the Mas
River Rotterdam.




In the Danshuis, people will feel the outdoors from within, the flow of
dance and music in the process of watching and being watched, and the
free transmission of art through tangible and intangible forms.
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Architects MAD Architects. Principal Partners in Charge.- Ma Yansong, Dang Qun,
Yosuke Hayano.
Associate Partners in Charge.- Andrea D’Antrassi.

Artsen waarschuwen:
Alzheimer begint
vaak onopgemerkt.
Client The Droom en Daad Foundation. Bent u ouder dan 50
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03.2023. vragen van deze test
beantwoorden? Dan
Location South bank of the Mas River Rotterdam, Netherlands. is uw risico op
Alzheimer bijna nul!
Images Proloog. Start de quiz
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Project team Alessandro Fisalli, Paolo Pirri.

MA YANSONG, DANG QUN, YOSUKE HAYANO. MAD

mad is a Beijing-based architecture design office dedicated to creating
innovative projects. Founded by Ma Yansong in 2004, MAD Architects
is led by Ma Yansong, Dang Qun, and Yosuke Hayano. It is committed
to developing futuristic, organic, technologically advanced designs that
embody a contemporary interpretation of the Eastern affinity for nature.
With a vision for the city of the future based on the spiritual and A. Boom B. Gezicht
emotional needs of residents, MAD endeavours to create a balance

between humanity, the city, and the environment.

1. Wat zie je als eerste?

MAD's projects encompass urban planning, urban complexes,




READ MORE

MA YANSONG

Ma Yansong is a Beijing-born architect (1975) recognized as an
important voice in a new generation of architects. He graduated from
the Beijing Institute of Civil Engineering and Architecture. Ma attended
Yale University after receiving the American Institute of Architects
Scholarship for Advanced Architecture Research in 2001 and holds a
master's degree in Architecture from Yale.

He shares his knowledge as an adjunct professor at the Beijing
University of Civil Engineering and Architecture, Tsinghua University,
and the University of Southern California. Ma Yansong's journey is a
continuous narrative unfolding, exploring innovation and pushing the
boundaries of what we perceive as the built environment.

Since the founding of MAD in 2004, his works in architecture and art
have been widely published and exhibited. Ma Yansong was awarded
the 2006 Architecture League Young Architects Award. In 2008 he was
selected as one of the twenty most influential Young Architects today
by ICON magazine and Fast Company named him one of the ten most
creative people in architecture in 2009. In 2010 he became the first
architect from China to receive a RIBA fellowship.

“I work with emotion and with the context. When | design a
building, | close my eyes and feel as if | saw a virtual world which
lays half way between the city, the nature and the land. It goes
from large scale to small scale. Many things travel in front of my
eyes; | feel them and try to find the way to express my feelings.
The language | use is the least important of it all. It does not
matter whether they are straight lines, curves... | only intend for
people to feel the same or to find something unexpected” says Ma
Yansong. “MAD is an attitude, a posture towards architecture,
towards society. Through our work we want people to be inspirea
by a place through local nature, time and space”, he states.
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